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Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation    Amen. 

 

M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart an confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 

me a sinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen. 

 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 



 



 
 

 

 



M The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

M Let us pray. Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that they may 

be cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C   Amen. 

 

    
            

 

AMOS 5:6 Seek the LORD and live,  

       or he will sweep through the house of Joseph like a fire;  

       it will devour,  

       and Bethel will have no one to quench it. 

 7 You who turn justice into bitterness  

       and cast righteousness to the ground 10 you hate the one who reproves in court  

       and despise him who tells the truth.  

 11 You trample on the poor  

       and force him to give you grain.  

       Therefore, though you have built stone mansions,  

       you will not live in them;  

       though you have planted lush vineyards,  

       you will not drink their wine.  

 12 For I know how many are your offenses  

       and how great your sins.  

       You oppress the righteous and take bribes  

       and you deprive the poor of justice in the courts.  

 13 Therefore the prudent man keeps quiet in such times,  

       for the times are evil.  

 14 Seek good, not evil,  
           that you may live.  

       Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you,  

       just as you say he is.  

 15 Hate evil, love good;  

       maintain justice in the courts.  

       Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy  

       on the remnant of Joseph. 



 

 

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home, 

 

Under the shadow of your throne Your saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is your arm alone, And our defense is sure. 

 

Before the hills in order stood Or earth received its frame, 

From everlasting you are God, To endless years the same. 

 

A thousand ages in your sight Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HEBREWS 3:1Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on 

Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. 2He was faithful to the one who appointed 

him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor 

than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. 4For every house 

is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5Moses was faithful as a servant in all 

God’s house, testifying to what would be said in the future. 6But Christ is faithful as a son over 

God’s house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we 

boast.to be content whatever the circumstances.  

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
MARK 10:17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 

“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

 18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19You 

know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false 

testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.’“  

 20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”  

 21Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you 

have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  

 22At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.  

 23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 

kingdom of God!”  

 24The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to 

enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 

rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  

 26The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”  

 27Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things 

are possible with God.” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is,  

   seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried, 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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Let us pray for the whole Church in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

 

Heavenly Father, look with compassion on Your Church. Protect all Your children from an evil, 

unbelieving heart that would lead us away from You into the deceitfulness of sin. By Your 

Spirit’s power, enable us to hold our original confidence firm to the end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Holy One, Your Son always warns of the danger that attachment to wealth and earthly goods 

poses to us. Give us hearts that are content with His promises and hands that are generous with 

this world’s goods. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Only Good One, we place into Your hands this day those we know and love [especially Your 

servants…] together with those known only to You who are passing through difficult and trying 

days, asking for each a share in Your healing and peace, hope and joy. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, Your Son has prepared for us an eternal home, and He invites us even now to 

taste its joys at the table He spreads before us. Strengthen all who come to the altar this day, that 

they may welcome Him in His true body and blood with repentance and faith, and that, receiving 

forgiveness for all their sin and being united to Him, they may grow in His love and service. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Receive our thanks and praise for Your faithful of every time and place who, hearing Your Word, 

held their confidence firm to the end. May we with them have our share in the promised eternal 

inheritance through Christ, our Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 



  

 

 

M The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

M Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C It is good and right so to do. 
 

M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 

till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 



 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen. 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 



    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C And his mercy endures forever. 

 

 

M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C Amen. 



 



 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 
 
The Upside Down Kingdom End of Summer Worship Series 

 

Lewis Carroll, author of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland said, “If I had a world of my own, everything would be 

nonsense. Nothing would be what it is, because everything would be what it isn’t. And contrary wise, what is, it 

wouldn’t be. And what it wouldn’t be, it would. You see?”  He got close in his description of Wonderland! 

 

Jesus got even closer!  As Jesus’ ministry drew to a close, he spoke boldly to about what the Kingdom of God was like.  

It was a kingdom unlike any other.  It was a kingdom in which our earthly expectations collided with God’s spiritual 

expectations.  It was… and is… an Upside Down Kingdom. 

 

God didn’t turn things upside down; we did.  The rebellion of God’s creatures (we, human beings) against the Creator 

has so disfigured our world that it’s hardly recognizable from the way God intended it to operate.  But that is why God 

the Father sent his Son into our world.  Jesus came to right our wrongs… to forgive our sins… to give us eyes to see 

how mixed up we are in this world.   

 

God’s perfect way is so unlike our sinful way, that when Jesus speaks it often sounds like nonsense.  He explains what 

God expects in His Kingdom and it seems all upside down: 

 

• First become last and last become first 

• We win when we lose, and we lose when we win 

• Big things are little and little things become big 

• Masters are servants and servants are masters 

 

As the Sundays after Pentecost wrap up, our attention turns back to the Gospel lessons from Mark.  The readings are 

stunning, and Jesus’ message is arresting.  Nothing is at it should be, at least that’s the impression Jesus gives us.  Hold 

on tight as we take our own adventure into God’s Upside Down Kingdom. 

 

 

 15th  Sunday after Pentecost (9/5): ................................ Where the Inside Stains (Mark 7:1-8, 14, 15, 21-23) 

 16th Sunday after Pentecost (9/12): ............................... Calvary Family Reunion Sunday (Matthew 5:14-16) 

 17th Sunday after Pentecost (9/19): ............................... Where Losing Means Winning (Mark 8:27-35) 

 18th Sunday after Pentecost (9/26): ............................... Where the Least are the Greatest (Mark 9:30-37) 

 19th Sunday after Pentecost (10/3): ............................... Where the Little Things are Big Things (Mark 9:38-50) 

 20th Sunday after Pentecost (10/10): ............................. Where the Children are Blessed (Mark 10:2-16) 

 21st Sunday after Pentecost (10/17): ............................. Where the Poor are Rich (Mark 10:17-27) 

 22nd Sunday after Pentecost (10/24): ............................ Where the Masters are Servants (Mark 10:35-45) 

 

 


